
Name(s): __________________________________________ 

The Argumentative Essay Rubric 
Content (40% of assignment grade) 

 Title is effective. 

 Introduction creates audience interest. 

 Authors’ thesis is clear, concise, and well-reasoned 

 Body of essay effectively details and supports the thesis using strong, credible, and  

       persuasive textual evidence, gained from close reading of credible sources. 

 Essay’s argument is developed fully and coherently. 

 Essay tackles the opposition adequately, ethically, and appropriately. 

 Authors incorporate appropriate and adequate academic sources to develop their argument. 

 Authors avoid fallacious arguments. 

 Essay is complete and thorough. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Organization (15% of assignment grade) 

 Organization has a clear pattern that is easy to follow. 

 Essay has a clear introduction, thorough body paragraphs, and a well-rounded conclusion. 

 Authors include a brief summary of the texts analyzed, if necessary.  

 Transitions appear within sentences, within paragraphs, between paragraphs. 

 Specific details are organized in an effective sequence. 

 Paragraphs are fully developed, focused, unified, and coherent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Style (20% of assignment grade) 

 Essay incorporates concrete and specific language and uses words correctly. 

 Diction is distinctive and mature.  Author avoids wordiness. 

 Subjects and verbs agree. 

 Tenses are consistent and appropriate. 

 Sentences are complete and varied. 

 Spelling and punctuation are correct. 

 Authors incorporate rhetorical strategies as appropriate to strengthen their argument. 

 Essay is free from “yuckies.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Format (10% of assignment grade) 

 Essay is in MLA format, including spacing. 

 Quotes are embedded or in block format (NO STAND ALONE QUOTES!!). 

 Essay contains correct parenthetical citations. 

 Essay includes a Works Cited page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

____ X .4 

____ X .2 

____ X .1 

____ X .15 
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Presentation (15% of assignment grade) 

 Presenters are dressed appropriately. 

 Presentation contains varied media forms. 

 Presentation is thorough, precise (no errors), and engaging. 

 Presentation is of an appropriate length (bet. 4 & 8 minutes). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINAL COMMENTS:  

 

TOTAL = KEY: 

 = satisfactory/excellent 

~ = good start but needs further development/improvement 

X = needs significant revision or improvement 

____ X .15 


